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COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSIONER NEEDED! 
Interested in being involved with PCJSL? Have the skills to manage social media, newsletters, and websites? Contact PCJSL 

President, Ted Schmidt today—pcjsl.pres@gmail.com! 

Questions or Comments?  Contact PCJSL at PCJSL.Communications@gmail.com 

From the President 

As PCJSL wraps up the Fall Season and prepares for the Winter/Spring I want to make you aware of an important opportunity to 

have input as well as share your thoughts and experiences with our new Flighting and Scheduling system.  

Last summer a committee was formed led by Collier Hill, Kadar Hamilton and Steve Wallace to study and revise our system of 

flighting teams and scheduling games.  They looked largely to the Port of Subs League in Phoenix for ideas since that system has 

worked so well for a long time.  Their new plan involved a meeting with DOCs to flight teams and then the development of a game 

schedule which allowed every team black out dates.  

One of the problems we have tried to solve with the new system is the constant requests for adjustments and changes to both the 

flighting and scheduling. We absolutely must establish a system to where the right decisions on these topics are made at the 

outset and then we need to stick to what we have put together.   

This new system has required adjustment from the old way of doing things for everyone.  Adjustment has not been without 

glitches.  That said, over all the new system has been a vast improvement over our past practices.   

On Saturday, January 23, 2016, the Arizona Youth Soccer Association will hold its Annual 

General Meeting at the Francisco Grande in Casa Grande.  At 3:00 p.m. that day AYSA and 

PCJSL will hold a workshop specifically focused on the new flighting and scheduling 

program.  The intent is to offer a forum where you can speak your mind concerning the 

new system, tell us what you like, what you don’t like and if you can see ways to improve 

most definitely share that with us. 

Clear, regular and open communication is critical to the success of any organization and 

PCJSL wants very much for everyone in our program to know they do have a voice and not 

only an opportunity but a right to participate.  Some of our best ideas come out of 

meetings such as this. 

I look forward to seeing you at this important workshop and wish you and your family the best in this holiday season and good 

luck in the coming soccer season. 

Ted Schmidt 

Save the Date! 

PCJSL Board Meeting 
Wednesday, December 9 at 6pm 
AKS Kickin’ It Clubhouse 

AYSA Annual General Meeting 
Saturday, January 23 
Casa Grande, AZ 

View the full PCJSL calendar  

online here. 
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New Financial Aid Available for Players 

It’s putting money back where it belongs – with our most important people!  The PCJSL Presidents and Board 
of Directors have set aside money to address the needs of individual players.  This fund is designed to assist 
players who may have a hard time funding travel expenses and to help with needed equipment purchases such 
as cleats or shin guards.  The Fund will also consider the needs of families faced with medical expenses due to a 
soccer injury. 

The process for applying will to fill out the Assistance Form (available on the web in a couple of weeks) in 
conjunction with your Club.  It is the Club’s responsibility to determine the validity of the request; they will then 
present it to the Small Finance Committee who will approve requests and bring them to the Presidents and 
Board for a vote at the next PCJSL meeting.   

This fund is not designed to cover large expenditures.  For example, a player may only receive one financial 
traveling award and it will not exceed $100.  However, it is designed to make sure that each player has the basics they need to 
compete and be part of a team.  PCJSL wants every player to have the best possible soccer experience and this is just another 
avenue of offering support. 

Respect the Game Program 
Halfway into our second year with PCJSL’s “Respect the Game” program, we have made significant progress 

in two of our three primary goals for the year.  There has been an increase in the number of referees with 125 

new Grade 8 referees roaming the touchlines of the soccer fields.  Additionally, we have had good compliance 

from PCJSL coaches on the “rate-a-ref” program designed to give league officials invaluable feedback on how 

the referees are performing their assigned roles.  On the “need improvement” front, clubs have yet to 

embrace the “field marshal” program to the level that it needs to be.  A closer look at these three areas 

follows.   

There have been five club hosted entry level referee classes conducted in Tucson since July 1st and we have 

welcomed 125 new referees and there is at least one new class scheduled for Sunday, December 6.  Anyone 

interested in attending can register to attend by going to azref.com and click on the link for the class.  In case 

you hadn’t noticed, we only had one weekend in the past four months of PCJSL soccer where we had all the 

games covered with referees.  Please encourage interested parties to sign up!  The minimum age is 12 years old. 

The post-game “rate-a-ref” reports that coaches are required to fill out was off to a slow start initially because the link on the 

PCJSL website was incorrect.  That situation has been fixed and coaches have done a much better job lately providing the 

feedback to our league assignors and the referee commissioner on referee performances.   This program helps highlight 

extraordinary referee performance along with substandard performance and enables the league to recognize those “Superior 

Performers” as we did last June and also to structure our referee continuation training in areas where it will be the most helpful 

to the smooth running of the league.  These reports are read after every weekend and the information is used to help improve 

the referees doing PCJSL games.  COACHES, help us out by completing your “rate-a-ref” reports in a timely manner. 

Our third goal for the year is to fully implement a field marshal program.  We have some work to do in this area and we need 

help from all the clubs.  We have six trained field marshals which is NOT enough.  PCJSL believes the presence of field marshals 

at our games will be instrumental in maintaining a safe, fun and respectful way to play, coach and watch youth soccer.  Field 

marshal volunteers must be 21 years old, pass an AYSA risk management check, and complete a one-hour training class.  

Marshals would only be expected to serve for 2-4 hours one Saturday a month.  If you are interested in becoming a field 

marshal, please contact the District II Commissioner, Mack Romero at azdistrict2@gmail.com . 

With your help, we will continue to change the culture around youth soccer so that it becomes a more respectful, positive 

experience for all concerned. 

Larry Luckett 
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The inaugural sponsorship of PCJSL by the Tucson Concussion Center (TCC) is underway, and we are pleased to be your local 
concussion resource. Did you know that approximately 1 in 5 athletes playing a contact sport will sustain a concussion this year 
and that there are rehabilitation protocols for concussions other than rest to shorten recovery times? We have been working 
with all of the PCJSL clubs to provide baseline concussion testing that is tailored to each club’s needs. Baseline testing is critical 
in protecting your child once a potential head injury has been sustained. Since no two brains are alike, our tests provide a pre-
injury “fingerprint” of the brain that can be compared to post-injury testing to determine if and how the brain was affected by 
the injury.  

Our first big testing event is coming up on December 6th and our second event will be December 12th. If you have not heard 
about this free service (funded by a generous grant from the Tucson Medical Center Foundation to The CACTIS Foundation), 
please make sure to speak with your director of coaching or club president, so that we can get you signed up for one of these or 
subsequent events. In addition to providing free baseline testing, our PCJSL sponsorship provides free educational sessions for 
athletes, parents, coaches and officials. If you are interested in scheduling one of these sessions please call the TCC certified 
athletic trainer, Dr. Carisa Raucci, at (520) 620-9100.  

We look forward to seeing you at one of our upcoming events! 

A Note from the 
Tucson Concussion 

Center 

Pima County Junior Soccer League will host the Pima Cup Tournament 2015 on March 6th, 7th and 8th 

2016 in Tucson Arizona.  The Pima Cup is the Regional Championship for Region II of Arizona which 

includes Pima and Santa Cruz Counties.  Registration will open on December 15th 2015 and team entry 

deadline is February 18th 2016.  The tournament is open to boys and girls teams in the under-8 through 

under -19 age groups.  This year has seen changes to number of players on field for league 

play.  Pima Cup will have the following number of players on field per age group: 

 

Age Group           Number of players on Field 

U8 –U9                                  6 

U10                                          6  

U11                                           8 

U12                                    8 or 11 

U13-U19                                 11 

 

Tournament officials wish to make this year’s tournament a collaborative effort with all PCJSL member clubs to celebrate our 

communities youth soccer players.  If you are interested in volunteering to help with the tournament, please contact us or your 

club president. 

Advertising opportunities are available for companies to show support for youth sports in Southern Arizona.  Banners at 

tournament fields or company booths are available.  For more information, see tournament web page. 

For more information see tournament website at www.pcjsl.com/pimacup or contact tournament director 

at azdistrict2@gmail.com. 

Entry fees for this year’s tournament are: 

U6-U8                              $300 

U9-U10                            $400 

U11-U14                           $425 

U15-U19                           $450 

2016 Pima Cup 
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PCJSL will host a district II meeting to inform and discuss the upcoming changes being implemented in the 2016-
2017 season.  Join AYSA’s District II Commissioner and Director of Leagues to discuss changes coming to State 
League, Calendar Age Groups, Small Sided Game formats and In House Tier Changes.  State League has 
experienced some difficulties this fall season.  We will discuss the planned dates for the spring and upcoming fall 
schedule as well as changes to the age groups for the 2016-17 season.  Calendar age groups will be implemented 
in the 2016 – 2017 season in Arizona.  Player age groups will be based on birth year rather than school calendar.  
For example, U13 will be comprised of players born January 1st 2004 through December 31 2004.  New small 
sided game initiatives will also begin next season.  PCJSL has been playing small sided games for a few years now 
and will only see minor changes in these policies.  Join us to get new player numbers on the field and possible 
new field sizes.   AYSA has mandated changes to the tier 4 in house used in the Tucson area.  We will discuss 
what this means to in house players in the Tucson clubs who wish to play with another club.  Get informed on 
the upcoming changes being implemented next year.  Join us December 9th at 7pm for a District II Informational 
Meeting at the Kickin it Clubhouse at Brandi Fenton Park. 

District II Informational Meeting: December 9th at 7pm 
AKS Kickin’ it Clubhouse at Brandi Fenton Park 

AYSA DISTRICT II INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

PCJSL League Operations Committee 

 
Members: 
Ben Kososkie (Sereno Tucson) 
Dave Cosgrove (TSA) 
Dave Miller (Freedom SC) 
Nick Vitale (Fort Lowell SC) 
Ricardo Hinds (AZ Champions) 
Sean Young (FC Sonora) 
 
League Operations Committee is responsible for: 

 Age group division reviews and initial team division placements for all age groups at the beginning of each 
season (i.e.   Flighting) 

 Execution and final review of division promotion and relegation (P&R) process at the end of each season 
(Season I and Season II) for each U11 - U18 age group 

 Review and consideration of all adjusted division placement requests for all age groups 

 Review and consideration of all schedule change and/or reschedule requests 

 Review and adjudication of all league rules questions, interpretations and/or challenges 
 
Contact the committee at pcjsl.leagueops@gmail.com.  

Shannon Pate (Challenge) 
Steve Hulland (Southern Arizona SC) 
Steve Wallace (CDO SC) 
Kadar Hamilton (PCJSL VP of Competition) 
Maggie Barton (PCJSL Referee Assignor) 

Collier Hill 
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Come one, come all to the 1st Annual PCJSL “Get in the Game” Events Presented by Tucson Concussion 
Center and the CACTIS Foundation, as we gather to kick-off the New Year with a celebration of soccer.  
Stretched over two Sundays, this brand new event is designed to build great relationships with the entire 
Tucson community while introducing soccer to the next generation of young superstars.   

 

Join the fun starting at Noon on Sunday, January 3rd at Golf Links Field A and on Sunday, January 10th at 
Rillito (Field 7) for free pick-up soccer, inflatable games, soccer demonstrations from PCJSL member clubs, 
music and games with media partners Azteca America, La Poderosa 105.3, and 94.9 Mix FM, food trucks, 
free Concussion screenings from TCC/CACTIS, gear and prizes from the The Shop and much, much more… 

 

Who:  You, your kids, your family, friends and anyone interested in the beautiful game 

What:  1st Annual PCJSL “Get in the Game” Events Presented by Tucson Concussion Center and the CACTIS Foundation 

When:  Sun. Jan 3rd and Sun. Jan 10th Noon – 3 PM 

Where:  Jan. 3 @ Golf Links (Field A) and Jan. 10th @ Rillito (Field 7) 

Why:  Raise awareness for youth soccer participation, introduce PCJSL member clubs to the community, find new players, 
celebrate our new TCC/CACTIS Foundation partnership, and create fun annual community gatherings to foster the positive 
image of PCJSL.  Kids of all ages welcome with a special interest in first time or returning players between 4-10 years old. 

 

We will see you there!! 

 

1st Annual PCJSL “Get in the Game” Events Presented by 
Tucson Concussion Center and the CACTIS Foundation 

USSF 'E' Licensing course in Tucson—November 2015 

Chris Keeney 


